
Incorporating audio to 
enhance your storytelling

Using Google Voice
and ipadio.com



Google Voice
Google Voice can be used to 
record two-minute audio clips 
in MP3 file format.
 
Examples 
*Email a source in a feature 
story and ask them to call 
your Google Voice number 
and answer five to 10 
questions as a sidebar to 
your story online.
*Use it to collect readers' 
thoughts on a topic of 
interest. 

 



It's easy to get started and it's useful
If you don't have a Gmail yet, set up an account.
 
For more in-depth info, visit http://www.mediabistro.
com/10000words/get-local-phone-number-google-
voice_b3274 
 
To set up your Google Voice account, visit http://www.
google.com/googlevoice/about.html to view videos on how 
to get started.
 



*You can get a voicemail transcript, which is 
pretty poor quality and not useful.
*Transfer all of your other phone numbers 
(home and office) to your Google Voice 
number, offering better accessibility.
*Have voice messages sent via text to your 
cell phone (poor quality texts).
*Share voicemail.
*Screen calls.
*Conference call.    
*Download voicemail as MP3 files (most 
useful).



This (top right) is what your 
Google Voice box will look 
like. As you can see, the 
transcripts aren't very good. 
 
 
For journalistic purposes, 
use Google Voice to 
generate MP3 files (at right). 
Go under "More" under the 
length of the voicemail and 
then select "Download" and 
save the MP3 file to your 
desktop.



Adding audio to your story

Using the TownNews site to 
upload web content, upload 
your story and then add the 
MP3 file under "Media," just 
as you would add a 
photograph. 



You have now enhanced your 
storytelling by adding audio

Incorporate a photo to enhance visuals.



The website ipadio.com allows you to 
record your interview via a 3-way call
Start by setting up your own 
account/phonecast channel 
at www.ipadio.com.

 

Visit http://blog.ipadio.
com/category/tutorials/ 
for a tutorial



Using ipadio is simple
It's best on a smartphone, 
such as an iPhone or 
Blackberry and there is an 
app for your phone, so you 
can also record and publish 
in-person interviews. But you 
can use ipadio on any phone 
system that allows for 
conference calling. You will 
be assigned a PIN number 
and a web address for your 
phlog/phonecasts. Upload 
your photo or newspaper's 
logo to personalize it.



Your audio is immediately uploaded
to your phlog

Since your audio is 
automatically uploaded, 
make sure to edit the text 
right away, as it doesn't 
translate your voice very well, 
and upload your subject's 
photo, if you have one. Also 
add the ZIP code where your 
phonecast is originating. 



Generating an embed code

To generate an embed code, 
click on the icon next to the 
link icon. Cut it and you can 
paste it into your story on 
TownNews using the source 
button, like you would for a 
video.



It will look like this

Make sure to include some text 
explaining what the audio is about 
and your subject's photo.



You can view stats
You can view statistics on how many listens your 
audio is getting and what domains listeners are being 
referred from. This particular audio generated more 
than 1,000 listens because I shared it with a sister 
publication, The Delco Times, the area of which my 
subjects speaks of in her interview.


